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Middletown,
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Gs Christ marks emother tLriumbh
over the Goles of Held Lhrough Lhe
erection of this buidding for a
more efdeciive wilness to His
qrace, we can ondy oscride hbroise,
glory and Thaonksgiving Lo owunr
sovereign God and slond in awe of
his foithfuldness.

Jhis momentous event iAn Lhe Ais-
tory of this church musi be an
encouragenent Lo old of Chaist's
heohle to hul on ithe {futd crmour
0l (od and bress on in more con-
stant {aithfulness Lo our Hingdom
Commission Lo qrow imn His grace
and tead others into His hasiures
of beace.

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS AND

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
Pennsylvania was organized
The organiza-
under the leadership of The Rev.
Robert S. Marsden, developed because of
the determination of a group of about
63 Christians to maintain the purity of
the Reformed Faith and historic Presby-
terianism at a time when Modernism had
crept into the Church.

Mr. Marsden was called to

pastor of Calvary Church and the church
grew to an adult membership of 92 during
The first Worship service
and Sunday School were conducted on June Rev. Robert $. Marsden
28, 1936 in a local theater.
ices were held in an old post office
building on South Union Street, Middle-
town, for 4 years.- ‘

FORMER PASTOR’S

be the first

Later serv- 1936f1338

In July of 1936, Mr. Marsden was called to serve on The Home and

Foreign Missions Committees of the Denomination, and in 1938 The Rev.
Edward L. Kellogg came to assist in the local congregation. In the Fall
of 1939 Mr. Marsden resigned to devote full time as the General Secre-
tary for the Missions work,
December 10, 1939.

and Mr. Kellogg was installed as pastor on
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS AND FORMER PASTOR'S (Cont)

On November 24, 1940, a colonial building was dedicated at the
church's present location. This structure has served as the house of
worship since that date to the present. 1In 1944 the facilities were
further utilized when the Christian School of Middletown was granted
the use of the basement for classrooms,
Also, during Mr. Kellogg's pastorate a
branch Sunday School was started at the
Olmsted Housing development. In 1946
Mr. Kellogg resigned to accept a call to
become pastor of the Immanuel Orthodox
Presbyterian Church of West Collingswood,
New Jersey.

A significant event in the history of
Calvary Church occurred on June 30, 1946,
when a special Tenth Anniversary Service
was conducted. At this time all in-
debtedness against the church property
was liquidated. A special brochure "The Rev. Rdward L. Kellogg
First Ten Years'" was also published. 1940~1948

On October 6, 1946, The Robert L. Atwell was installed as the third
pastor. During Mr. Atwell's pastorate, a two-story Christian Educa-
tion building was constructed in 1948 at a cost of $17,000. Again,
Calvary Church granted the Christian School use of these additional
facilities.

In addition to the Sunday School
at Olmsted Homes, worship services
were started in the Community Build-
ing of the Housing Project. Mr.
Thomas Kay, an elder of Calvary
Church, assisted in this branch
work. This work was so successful
that the Sunday School attendance
equalled that of Calvary. On Janu-
ary 2, 1952, Mr. Atwell resigned
to accept a call to Calvary Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, Glenside, Pa.

The Rev. Robley J. Johnston was
called to be the fourth pastor and
was installed September 28, 1952.
For the first time in the ﬁistofy Rev. Robert L. Atwell
of the church a manse was pur- 1946~1952
chased in 1952 in the Oak Hills
area for the use of the pastor. By this time the adult church member-
ship had doubled compared to 1938. On June 24, 1954, Mr. Johnston
resigned to accept the position of General Secretary of The Committee
on Christian Education of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Phila-
delphia, Pa.

The fifth pastor of the church, The Rev. Robert H. Graham was called
in November 1955 and his installation occurred January 20, 1956.



